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The Bologna region of Italy where

Techne is located is a European cen-

tre for machinery for the packaging

industry. The company was founded

in 1985 by Moreno Minghetti, a

technical engineer who gained his

experience of the sector in the US. It

is now owned by the Swiss company

Vapafin SA. “We have been active in

the premium sector since the begin-

ning,” says Mr. Minghetti who is

C.E.O. of Techne and also a share-

holder in Vapafin. “We operate in a

niche market and are the only com-

pany in this niche to be active world-

wide.” Techne’s current position and

success were by no means guaran-

teed from the start and it certainly

encountered many difficulties along

the way. The managing director at-

tributes its success in overcoming

these to the quality of its machinery

and service.

Techne specialises in the manufac-

ture of machinery and production

lines for the manufacture of packag-

ing containers made from high densi-

ty polyethylene using extrusion blow

moulding. The machines can make

containers ranging in size from as lit-

tle as 80 ml, such as those used in the

cosmetics industry or for probiotic

drinks such as Actimel, to larger can-

isters over two litres  in capacity for

engine oil or brake fluid, right up to

cans with 30 l capacity for transport-

ing and storing poisonous or corro-

sive fluids such as those used in agri-

culture. “We build individual

machines or often entire production

lines,” explains Mr. Minghetti. “The

start-off point is always the container

itself and we like to be involved right

at the beginning of the design

process so that we can identify the

best machine or process for the job.

Our goal is to create a truly compre-

hensive packaging solution.”

In order to achieve this goal, Techne

has applied the ‘Global Solution

Provider’ concept to the single and

multi-layer HDPE-PP liquid contain-

er industry. After taking the contain-

er as the initial impulse, the concept

is applied to the machines used to

produce and package the product,

encompassing the overall design of

the production line which is treated

as a whole to ensure that all func-

tions integrate perfectly. In this way

Techne has so far been able to com-

plete and install over 850 lines with

an average value of approximately

400,000 EUR. “Our involvement

does not end with the successful in-

stallation and commissioning of the

line,” says Mr. Minghetti. “We also

provide proper maintenance person-

nel training to ensure long-lasting

performance.” 

The product range is as varied as the

containers they are used to produce.

All of the technology applied to its

various machines is developed in-

house and the company holds a

number of patents for its innovative

advances in design and functionality.

Some significant developments in-

clude the sophisticated I.M.L. (In

Mould Labelling) units, the exclu-

sive TWIN mould closure concept,

which is patented worldwide and the

patented chemical-free sterilisation

system for aseptic containers. The

company also develops the plant

control software to accompany its

Engineering as art
Packaging has advanced greatly over the past few decades to meet the needs of customers, consumers and the environment. Plastic packag-

ing materials have become better, stronger and lighter while the designs themselves have evolved to make filling lines more efficient. The

complexity of packaging requirements has placed significant demands on suppliers of packaging machinery. Techne SpA in Italy specialises

in production machinery for making high density polyethylene containers using extrusion blow moulding techniques. It has risen to the chal-

lenges of its market to become a leading force in its particular niche.

C.E.O. Moreno Minghetti

Techne machinery is technically advanced with many patented innovations

and offers low operating costs and high output rates
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machines and lines. “Our twin goals

when developing new machines and

finding solutions to customers’ needs

is to provide machines with low en-

ergy consumption and high output

rates,” says Mr. Minghetti. “Our re-

lentless investment in research and

development means that our ma-

chines offer unrivalled hourly energy

consumption rates combined with

high output and efficiency.” Added

value features include rapid return

on investment and low running costs

throughout the lifetime of the ma-

chine.

Techne’s customers are drawn from

the chemical, food and petrochemi-

cal industries and include some of

the biggest names in each sector

such as Unilever, Henkel, Procter &

Gamble, Danone, Nestlé, Parmalat,

BP, Total and Castrol. Exports ac-

count for 88% of sales and the com-

pany is active worldwide. At present

it works from four locations in

Bologna which will soon be 

combined in a new factory with

12,000 m2 of production space to be

built in the near future. “We current-

ly rank second in our niche with

competitors in Italy, the USA and

Germany,” says Mr. Minghetti. “Our

goal of course is to become the mar-

ket leader and we will continue to

invest in innovative new technolo-

gies to achieve this goal.”

A computer image of the new 12,000 m2 factory due to be built shortly

to replace the four production sites currently being used

Engineering as art – 

Techne’s extrusion 

blow-moulding machinery

represents the state-of-the-art

in a niche sector
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